Shilbottle Primary School

Friday Flyer

19th December 2025

Good afternoon everyone O+

And just like that... we've reached the final Friday Flyer of the Autumn Term —and what a term it has
been at Shilbottle Primary School.

As | sit down to write this, | can't help but feel incredibly proud, festive and more than a little bit
reflective. This has been my very first term at Shilbottle and honestly, I've loved every single minute.
From day one, I've been welcomed with open arms by the children, staff, families and wider
community —and that warmth, kindness and togetherness is something truly special. The children
are nothing short of amazing: caring, funny, resilient, enthusiastic and full of character. There is a real
buzz about the place —a community that you can sense the moment you walk through the doors
and | feel extremely lucky to be part of it.

This week has been the perfect way to round off the term. Our visit to the pantomime at Alnwick
Playhouse on Wednesday morning was an absolute joy - full of laughter, big smiles and some
brilliantly cheeky jokes that the children (and adults!) thoroughly enjoyed. Alongside this, we've had
class parties and festive fun throughout the week, helping everyone burn off that last burst of
energy before the Christmas break arrives.

Looking ahead, there is so much to be excited about. We've now conquered the longest term of the
year (well done everyone!) and there are lots of exciting things waiting for us in 2026. One date I'd
love you to pop in your diaries now is Friday 1st May 2026, when we will be celebrating Shilbottle
Primary School's 100-year anniversary. Plans are already quietly taking shape behind the scenes and
we're determined to make it a truly memorable, classic Shilbottle day that does justice to such an
important milestone.

For now though, it's time to slow down, wrap up warm, eat a few too many mince pies and enjoy a
well-earned rest. | hope you all have the most magical Christmas and a very happy New Year. | also
hope Santa is especially kind to all of our wonderful children.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 5th January 2026, refreshed,
recharged and ready for another exciting term ahead.

Thank you for your continued support and thank you for making Shilbottle such a special place to
be.

Warmest festive wishes,

Mr Shaw
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Safeguarding

Shilbottle Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and
safe.

Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Phillips, Mrs Blackhall and
Mr Shaw.
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Shilbottle we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is 94.0%. Our Whole School Target is 96%

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Mrs Blackhall
Mrs Kelly

Mr Phillips

Days of school add up to lost learning
Days in school 190 186 - 175 171 -

Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to
return to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent,
and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.40am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities, such as phonics, which take place immediately after registration.
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Classroom updates - Bluebell Class

This week has been bustling with Christmas activity. The children have added their finishing touches
to the Christmas crafts they've been working on and these were sent home on Thursday. We hope
you love them.

Our Christmas party was a huge success with a lovely surprise visit from a VIP. Thank you Mrs Lowes
for all of your help with organising this. We also had our school trip to Alnwick Playhouse to see
Hansel and Cretel. Despite the changes in routines and the bubbling excitement for Christmas, our
Children have handled this well. Their behaviour this week has been fantastic and they represented
our school wonderfully on our trip out. We were also lucky to finish our Christmas week with ‘Teddy

¢ \ T 2

Sy O~

ﬁ Aﬁ}/\:\ v , b SRR >
Day'. Children brought in teddies for a teddy
bear’s picnic, provided by Katelyn.

e >

Reading books and reading records have
been collected back in for Christmas and
homework books have been distributed to
KS1 with next term’s spellings in them. We
hope you all have a lovely Christmas break
and we look forward to welcoming the
children back into the classroom on Monday

5th January 2026.

Mrs Blackhall
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Classroom updates - Poppy Class

As the week has gone on, it has become more and more Christmassy and excitement has reached
fever pitch in Poppy Class. However we have also done some work!

In Maths, we finished off our topic on area and completed our end of term assessments. In English
we focused on the mythical creature the Kraken, who appeared in our story and we wrote detailed
and descriptive pieces about this fearsome beast and drew what we imagined it would look like.

Christmas has truly begun and we have enjoyed lots of festive craft activities. The children enjoyed
their movie and craft evening provided by the SPPA. We also thoroughly enjoyed a trip to see Hansel
and Gretel, where they were wonderfully behaved. Wednesday afternoon was our party where there
were lots of party games and dancing, including the Can Can! We finished off the week with a
Teddy Bears' Picnic on Friday lunchtime.

Thank you so much for all your support this term — | wish you a wonderful, restful Christmas and
look forward to welcoming the children back ready to learn in the New year.

Mrs Kelly
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Classroom Updates - Clover Class

0 What a week! What a half term! What a term! We have officially made it to the Christmas
holidays, and we certainly finished in style. This week has been
absolutely packed with festive fun.

We kicked the week off at full speed! We started with a Reading
Treasure Hunt, followed by some high-energy musical games (a
game called "Hedgehog" is officially the new class favourite). We even
squeezed in a game of Kabaddi in PE. And that was just Monday!

We didn't slow down on Tuesday. In English, we planned a Christmas
story about a robin’'s journey home for Christmas. In Maths, we
headed outside to help Santa fix a "candy cane fuel issue" with his
sleigh by solving maths problems. Then, the biggest surprise of all...
Santa visited! Wow! We all received a selection box and had one last chance to whisper that special
gift wish to him.

Wednesday was Panto Day! —oh yes it was! The whole school set off for a
wonderful visit to Alnwick Playhouse to see Hansel and Gretel. A
fantastic time was had by all.

Thursday: The Clover Class Christmas Party lived up to the hype. We had
the Christmas Wrap Battle, Pass the Parcel, the Show Blower Game,
and plenty of food. Official Dance-Off Champions: Rebecca and
Clayton! It was ace, and it left us all very red-faced and happy.

We finished the week with the legendary Pirate
Game, where we get to rob points, wipe out entire rows of players, and bank
money. It is, officially, the best game ever!

Lots has happened this Autumn term, including choosing our name: Clover
Class. Now that we have finished our first term together, it is clear how
perfectly the name fits. Just like clover—which may look small, but plays a
vital role in keeping the soil healthy, helping other plants grow and bees to
thrive—the children have supported one another with kindness,
encouragement, and teamwork.

They have shown faith, hope, and courage in their learning, embraced
imagination, and brought their own unique strengths to the group. Just as
many small clover flowers bloom beautifully together, this class has grown into a caring, confident,
and thriving community.

Have a wonderful, restful Christmas and I'm already looking forward to next year!

Mr Phillips
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Dates for your Diary

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required

Date Time
Friday 19th December 1:00pm School shuts at lom
Monday 5th January 2026 8:40 School will resume after Christmas holidays
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Happy Birthday to all those celebrating
this week

Amelie - Clover Class
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