
 
 

12 September 2025 
Headteachers update 

What a wonderful start to the term we’ve had here at Shilbottle! The children have shown such fantastic 
behaviour and positive attitudes. It’s been a joy to see them settle back into routines with big smiles and plenty 
of enthusiasm. Thank you also to all our parents and carers for supporting the small but important changes at 
the end of the day by collecting children from the playground – it really has made such a difference and we 
appreciate your support in keeping things calm and safe. 

We are also bursting with amazing news to share! Friendly Frogs have officially been graded Outstanding by 
Ofsted. This is a truly remarkable achievement for Kelly and the team and we are so proud of the hard work and 
dedication that has led to this recognition. It’s also a brilliant reflection of the outstanding start our youngest 
children are getting – and we simply can’t wait to see them continue their journey here at Shilbottle Primary 
School. 

Looking ahead, I’d love to expand the range of clubs and activities we offer our children. With a small staff team, 
this isn’t always easy – so I’m reaching out to you, our wonderful parents and carers: if you have a skill, hobby or 
even just the enthusiasm to lend a hand, we’d love to hear from you. On a similar note, we are also hoping to get 
a PTA up and running. A strong PTA makes such a difference to a school and we’d be delighted if anyone is 
interested in helping to get this started. I believe in the past this has been a vital source of support and some of 
the events have been greatly supported which is an invaluable resource for a school. 

From next week, there will be another small change to PE. To make life a little easier for the children, on their PE 
or swimming days, we’d like children to come to school wearing their PE kit. For this term, the whole school will 
have PE on Wednesdays and Fridays and we’ll trial this arrangement to see how it goes. Please remember that 
PE kit is part of our uniform so we need to wear it with pride and we have high expectations around this: 
children should wear a red t-shirt, school hoodie or jumper and black shorts, leggings or tracksuit bottoms 
(preferably non-branded) with trainers, Football kits are not permitted. I am hoping that after our half term trial 
this will continue but only if expectations are met and maintained throughout.  

Finally, as you are aware our classes this year have been changed and I feel that names are better than Class 3/4. 
Staff and the older children have therefore decided that classes are to be named after leaves due to our 
beautiful surroundings. 

Mrs Blackhall = Bluebell 

Mrs Kelly = Poppy 

Mr Phillips = Clover 

The week has ended with our new Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate treat so well done to all our 
winners. We have a school full of superstars and I am so proud of the first two weeks - keep it up!  
  
Mr Shaw   

 



 
 

Safeguarding 
Shilbottle Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Phillips and Mr Shaw.                       

                  

 



 
 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Shilbottle we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 97.8%.  
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Mrs Blackhall 97.6% 97.6% 

Mrs Kelly 100% 100% 

Mr Phillips 96.25% 95.07% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.45am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
 
                                                                              

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Mrs Blackhall’s Class 

In our first full week back in school, EYFS and KS1 children have really impressed us with their 
attitudes to learning. Key Stage 1 classes have worked incredibly hard in all of their lessons, but they 
have shown particular enthusiasm and  determination in maths this week. Year 2 have been working 
on partitioning numbers up to 100 into tens and ones while Year 1 have been representing numbers 
using objects. In English, Key Stage 1 have started to read ‘Diary of a Killer Cat’ by Anne Fine. The 
children have been making predictions and inferences from illustrations. 

In Reception, the children have been 
bringing lots of positivity into the 
classroom and their learning tasks. 
Working as a team, the children have been 
solving problems involving finding pairs 
and matching corresponding pictures. The 
children started their very first phonics 
lessons this week and they have been 
proud and excited to share their new 
sounds. Sound books are being sent home 
in children’s reading folders, so please do 
ask them about the sounds they have 
been learning. I am confident that they will 
impress you with their knowledge and 
enthusiasm! 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Mrs Kelly’s Class 

It’s only the second week of term, but Year 3 and 4 have been working so hard.  In Maths, we’ve 
continued to look at place value and have worked with numbers up to 10,000. The children have 
really been extending their reasoning and problem solving skills and challenging themselves with 
our Bronze, Silver and Gold challenges. 

 In English, we continued reading our text ‘The King who banned the dark’. We wrote letters to the 
King to help him overcome his fear of the dark, using empathy to understand how he might be 
feeling and offering kind, thoughtful advice.  

In History, we continued our journey through prehistoric times, moving from the Stone Age into the 
Iron Age and learning how people’s lives and tools changed over time. The children are currently 
working on their own mini project on life in a Celtic tribe. 

In French, we’ve been learning about France and its culture, discovering where it is, its famous 
landmarks and some interesting facts about life there. Over the next few lessons, we will start 
learning basic greetings like “Bonjour” and “Au revoir,” and how to introduce ourselves by saying “Je 
m’appelle…” The Year 4s will be expanding their knowledge but it will all be completely new for the 
Year 3s!  

In PE, we have made a strong start to hockey, practising our dribbling and control skills.   

The children have made a really positive start to the new term. 

         

 



 
 

Classroom updates- Mr Phillips Class 

Welcome to Clover Class – our chosen class name following a British 
Wildflower theme that fits in with all the biodiversity work the school 
has been doing over the past couple of years. 

After many discussions with the Y5/6 children, we decided that we 
should be known as Clover Class. So, why Clover? Clover may look like a 
small and simple plant, but it is an important lifeline for bees, providing 
food when they need it most. Just as clover helps bees to thrive, we 
want our class to be a place where children support one another and 
help each other grow. Clover is also full of heart-shaped leaves, which 
for centuries have been seen as symbols of love, kindness and good 
fortune. A four-leaf clover, as many of you will know, is said to bring faith, 

hope, love and luck. These are wonderful values for children at this stage in their school journey, as 
they take on challenges with courage and optimism. In English folklore, clover fields were thought to 
be places where fairies danced and played. Clover was even carried as a charm of protection and 
bravery. We loved this connection to story, imagination and magic – a reminder that childhood 
should always hold a sense of wonder. And, of course, clover blooms beautifully. A single flower may 
seem small, but together, many tiny flowers create something vibrant and lasting. This is how we see 
Clover Class: each child’s unique contribution matters, but together they make something even 
greater. So Clover Class is not just a name – it’s a symbol of support, kindness, imagination, courage, 
and growth. 

In PSHE we’ve been celebrating what makes us unique and how we can build respectful, inclusive 
relationships. We even created a Class Charter to remind us to try new things, support each other 
and celebrate successes. 

The class have also impressed Mr Phillips with their improved 
presentation, and several children have already moved up 
swimming groups – not bad for week two! 

We continued our investigation into the Anglo-Saxons and the 
Vikings and looked into the influence they had on Northumberland 
(Land north of the River Humber), such as the place names of where 
we live. Why is Shilbottle called Shilbottle? And what does Alnwick 
actually mean? Ask Clover Class – they’d love to tell you! 

Mr Phillips 

 

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to all those celebrating 
 this week 

 
DONNIE 

REGGIE R 
 

 

 

Date 
 

Time  

Wednesday 3rd September 12:20 Year 5/6 swimming lesson, last session Wednesday 17th December 

Friday 19th September 9.30-11.30 Y5 & Y6 Interactive Schools concert in Alnwick Playhouse  

Thursday 23rd October 1:15-3:00 Harvest Festival at St James Church  

Thursday 11th December 5:30-6:30 Carol Service at St James Church 

Wednesday 17th December 9.30-11.30 Alnwick Playhouse Christmas Panto  
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