
 
 

13th March 2026 
Headteachers Update  

It has been another really positive week here at Shilbottle Primary School and it has been 
wonderful to see the children continuing to work so hard and represent our school so 
proudly. 

Following the review last week and the positive outcomes shared in my previous Friday 
Flyer, we felt it was only right to reward the children for their fantastic efforts. Therefore this 
week they enjoyed a little extra break time at lunchtime as a small thank you for the focus, 
effort and maturity they showed. It is a real joy to see how positively they respond every day 
and how keen they are to do their very best in their studies. 

This week we were also delighted to welcome Amy, who is part of 
the Newcastle Red Bulls Rugby Club. Amy will be joining us for the 
next few Wednesdays to lead rugby sessions as well as running an 
after-school club. It was fantastic to see the enthusiasm on the 
children’s faces and how quickly they embraced trying a sport that 
may be new to many of them. Providing a wide range of 
opportunities is something we are keen to continue developing. I 
know that through feedback some families have mentioned the 
importance of expanding sporting opportunities and this is certainly 
the start of more to come. By working closely with the other schools 
in our trust, we are exploring a number of ways to further enhance 
our sporting provision moving forward. 

We also held our Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate rewards this week. A huge well 
done to all of our winners. It is always fantastic to recognise the effort, progress and positive 
attitudes that our children show every day. 

A quick reminder that next Friday will be Comic Relief Day for Comic Relief. Children are 
invited to wear something red (instead of their usual school jumper if they wish) and if 
possible, bring along a £1 donation to support this fantastic cause. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We hope you all have a lovely weekend, 
and we look forward to seeing everyone again on Monday.  Mr Shaw   

 



 
 

Safeguarding 
Shilbottle Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Phillips, Mrs Blackhall and 
Mr Shaw.   

  

 



 
 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Shilbottle we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
 
Current Whole School attendance is 94.6%. Our Whole School Target is 96% 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Mrs Blackhall 94.4% 93.4% 

Mrs Kelly 92.4% 94.9% 

Mr Phillips 98.8% 95.3% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.40am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities, such as phonics, which take place immediately after registration.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                              

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Bluebell Class 

It has been an action-packed week for Bluebell Class, 
beginning with Drawing Club, where our Reception children 
shared the story ‘The Odd Egg’. They concluded the unit by 
designing and describing their very own unique eggs. In KS1 
English, the children have successfully completed their final 
drafts of their windy weather reports. Continuing their use of 
Rob Biddulph’s ‘Blown Away’ for inspiration, they are now 
shifting their focus towards describing the chilly landscapes of 
an Arctic setting. 

In Maths, Reception have been exploring the different 
compositions of 10. Using Numicon has been a fantastic way 
for them to identify number patterns and build strong visual 
links. Meanwhile, our older KS1 learners have been busy 
identifying odd and even numbers; again, Numicon proved 
invaluable in helping them visualise how even numbers are 
composed of pairs, while odd numbers always have an ‘odd 
one out.’ 

Our Geography sessions saw us researching the extremes of 
living in the hottest and coldest places on Earth. Our older 
children enjoyed drawing themselves dressed for both 
Antarctica and the Sahara Desert, carefully describing the 
clothing and resources required to stay safe and survive in 

such contrasting climates. 

In PE, our KS1 children were 
delighted to have their first session with Amy, a coach from 
Newcastle Red Bulls. The lesson was a huge success, and the 
children are already showing great excitement for next week’s 
coaching. 

Your children have been working hard to create a special surprise 
for Mothers Day. Please remember to check bags and reading 
folders for an envelope! 

Wishing you all a peaceful weekend. 

Mrs Blackhall 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Poppy Class  

It has been another busy and productive week in Poppy Class. In Maths, we have continued our work 
on fractions, focusing on ordering and comparing fractions. The children have also continued with 
our multiplication challenge and it has been fantastic to see some of them make massive 
improvements in both speed and accuracy. 

In English, we spent time perfecting our writing toolkits before using them to write some amazing 
Viking fact files. The children worked hard to include the key features of non-fiction writing and then 
edited their work carefully to make it even better. 

In PSHE, we explored the importance of sleep and how getting a good night’s sleep can affect many 
aspects of our lives, including our mood, concentration and overall wellbeing. In Geography, we 
continued our topic on “Angry Earth” and focused this week on volcanoes. We looked at the 
structure of a volcano and discussed both the advantages and disadvantages of living near one. 

It has been a very sporty week! Alongside our basketball session with Emra, we also enjoyed our first 
rugby session with Amy from Newcastle Red Bulls. The children were introduced to some of the 
basic skills of the game, including tagging while carrying the ball and they had a go at some simple 
tackling techniques. In swimming, the focus this week was on water safety. The children learned 
what to do if they or someone else were to fall into water, such as a river or the sea. They practised 
the idea of staying calm and floating on their backs like a starfish, which helps them stay safe while 
waiting for help. 

In Science, we began our new topic on soil. The children made predictions about what they thought 
soil was made from before carrying out an experiment to investigate the different components 
found within soil. 

Finally, we have spent some time this week completing Mother’s Day activities, which we hope will 
bring a smile on Sunday. 

Have a great weekend and a very Happy Mother’s Day to all the mums — I hope you are thoroughly 
spoiled!         Mrs Kelly       

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Clover Class  
 
We are nearing the summit of our first major writing project inspired by R.J. Palacio’s 
Wonder. This week, our focus was on "fine-tuning" the gear. The children discovered 
that great writing can be a messy process! Like a scout mapping a new trail, they’ve 
been playing with ideas, sketching out simple sentences, and then revising and 
editing to create "prose-perfection" that would make the author herself proud. 

We have broken camp from the land of Fractions and 
moved into the territory of Decimals. The class quickly 
realized that decimals are simply another way to 
navigate "parts of a whole." Now that we have the basic 
coordinates sorted, I’m certain we’ll be moving through this landscape at a record 
pace! 

Our Geographers have been investigating how the Earth’s physical features dictate 
where and how humans live. There is a very specific reason why Shilbottle Primary 

doesn’t need to run earthquake drills, and our young researchers proved they really know their stuff when it 
comes to tectonic stability and proximity! 

Music was a total blast this week as we auditioned possible songs for the Year 6 Leavers Assembly. It’s hard to 
believe we’re already planning the finale! In art we have been making realistic food sculptures and we’ve also 
been truly spoiled with elite training sessions from both NUFC and the Newcastle Red Bulls, keeping our 
explorers match-fit and full of energy. 

Following the excitement of World Book Day—and a massive congratulations to Jaxon for winning a Golden 
Ticket—Clover Class enjoyed a well-deserved treat! To reward the outstanding maturity they showed during last 
week's VIP visits, Friday was a non-school uniform day. A huge well done to everyone for earning that extra bit of 
"basecamp comfort." 

☘️ Clover Chat-ter 

Ready to debrief after a week on the trail? Try these conversation starters: 

●​ "Why don't we have to worry about earthquakes in Shilbottle compared to somewhere like Japan or 
Indonesia?" 

●​ "What is the value of the digit 5 in 2.653?" 
●​ "Which song are you leaning towards for the Year 6 Leavers Assembly—and does it make you feel a bit 

nostalgic?" 

Finally, Clover Class would like to wish everyone celebrating a happy Mother’s Day on the 15th March. I hope you 
get a well deserved rest! Mr Phillips  

 



 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date 
 

Time  

25/2/2026–1/04/2026  Year 3 & 4 Swimming (every Wednesday) 

31/3/2026 10.30-12.00 KS1 Alnwick Playhouse - Three Billy Goats Gruff Performance 

Wednesday 1st April  Year 5/6  Baking with the Forum ladies 

Thursday 2nd April 2026 15.20 School closes for the Easter holidays 

Thursday 2nd April 18.00 Easter Prize Bingo - Community Hall 

Friday 1st May 2026 All day Shilbottle School 100-Year Celebrations 

   



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday to all those celebrating 
 this week 

 
Cassius - Poppy Class 
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