
 
 

 

19 September 2025 

Headteachers update 

It has been another really positive week here at Shilbottle, with children and staff now back into full 
swing and adjusting well to the new timetable and the small tweaks we have introduced. We are 
already seeing some really encouraging early signs – exciting times ahead!  

As we move forward through this year, please do keep an eye on Class Dojo, as we are aiming to 
share more pictures and updates each week so that you can see what the children have been doing 
in school. Parents/Carers are a big part of the children's educational journeys and the more we can 
share the more you can engage with them at home. If we all work together we will be able to create 
exceptionally well-equipped pupils for when they eventually move on.  

A big thank you for ensuring the children came in their PE uniform on Wednesday and Friday – they 
all looked super smart and comfortable and we have received lots of positive comments. Just a 
reminder that PE jumpers must be the School Red jumper or hoodie please. To support this we do 
have a wide range of clothing that has been generously donated over last year so feel free to contact 
the office and we can check sizing. Equally, if you have a uniform that is now too small please hand it 
in at school. 

We’ve had a really positive response to the PTA request last week and I am excited to hopefully 
share some news with you very soon about upcoming events. Please speak to the office if you are 
able to help in any way but a big thank you to those who have already offered your support.  

Further to the letter sent out on Wednesday regarding the potential ‘new pupil’, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch if you have any further questions. We want everyone to feel comfortable 
about the idea and have no doubt it will be a real asset to the school and more importantly the 
children.  

It was wonderful to see Clover Class head off on their first school trip of the academic year to Alnwick 
Playhouse. They had a fantastic time and were exemplary in showing off why Shilbottle children are 
the best! 

Finally, the week has ended with our Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate treat - the children 
have been asking all week if they have been chosen so it must be a hit! Well done to all our winners 
this week but to everyone else as I know we all work super hard every day. 

I hope you all have a wonderful and restful weekend. 

Mr Shaw   



 
 

 

Safeguarding 
Shilbottle Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and 
safe. 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Phillips and Mr Shaw.     

                  



 
 

 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Shilbottle we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 94.9%.  
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Mrs Blackhall 92.8% 95.9% 

Mrs Kelly 94.15% 95.1% 

Mr Phillips 98.3% 96.5% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 

attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 

concern 

Serious 

concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to 
return to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, 
and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.45am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
 
                                                                              



 
 

 

Classroom updates - Bluebell Class 

What a week we’ve had in our newly named ‘Bluebell Class’! 

As a whole class, we’ve shared the story ‘Not Now Bernard!’ and the 
children have drawn their very own monsters, inspired by the story. 

Reception children have been working hard to recognise ‘m’, ‘a’, ‘s’ 
and ‘d’ sounds. The children have been beginning to practise letter 
formation in handwriting sessions and they have been developing 
their fine motor skills through play involving lots of pinching, 
grasping and gripping of small objects. Maths lessons this week have 
involved comparing different sized groups of items. Reception 
children also had their very first PE lesson this week. They were 
incredibly enthusiastic to learn different ball skills. They did well to 
listen to and follow instructions carefully and respectfully. Keep up 
the brilliant work Reception. 

Our Key Stage 1 children have listened to more of 
‘Diary of a Killer Cat’ and have been beginning to 
learn to identify nouns and verbs. In maths, the 
children have been learning to use ‘more than’, 
‘less than’ and ‘equal’ symbols to compare objects 
and numbers from 0-100. 

After learning about toys from the past (1950-
1980) in history, the children made their very 
own cup and ball toys. After writing step-by-step 
instructions on how to make one, they couldn’t 
wait to try them out. Well done everyone. Enjoy 
a well earned rest this weekend. 

Mrs Blackhall 



 
 

 

 

Classroom updates - Poppy Class 
 

Welcome to Poppy Class! We've had a busy week full of exciting learning across many subjects. 

Maths lessons have again focused on place value and partitioning numbers, which helps us break 
down and understand larger numbers more confidently. As part of our English work, we've been 
exploring the features of newspaper reports and are now preparing to write our own reports based 
on The King Who Banned the Dark. We also had some thoughtful discussions about fake news—
how to spot it and why it’s important to check facts carefully. 

During PE, we developed our dribbling skills and have now moved on to practising our passing and 
tackling. The children have shown great progress and teamwork. Our PSHE discussions this week 
centered around, what makes each of us unique, encouraging everyone to celebrate their individual 
strengths. In French, we’ve been practising salutations and learning how to greet others using key 
phrases such as “Bonjour” and “Au revoir” and asking how someone is with “Ça va?”  

History lessons have brought our topic on the Stone Age to Iron Age to a close, with this week’s 
focus on Bronze Age and Celtic life and how daily living developed over time. Looking ahead, we're 
excited to begin our new Science topic next week – all about the skeleton! 

Our class story Toro Toro has sparked some thoughtful discussions on bull fighting in Spain. 

Enjoy the weekend and look forward to another productive week..         

                    



 
 

 

Classroom updates- Clover Class 

🍀 Clover Class – Feeling Lucky Already! 🍀 

It looks like our new class name really is bringing us luck! Clover Class 
has burst into this week with bundles of enthusiasm, and it’s making us 
all feel really positive about the term ahead. 

We kicked off the week as budding historians. The children jumped 
straight into role play, stepping into the shoes of Justus the Roman civil 
servant and Lucius the Roman soldier. Let’s just say… they weren’t too 
happy with life in Britannia at the end of the 4th Century! Together, we 
pieced together why the Romans finally packed their bags and how 
that opened the door for the Saxons, Angles and Jutes to make their 
mark on our shores. 

Our scientific minds have been hard at work too! This week, we’ve been exploring friction and air 
resistance with a very high-tech piece of equipment… printer paper! After scrunching, dropping, and 
testing different shapes, we learned a lot about how surface area affects movement through the air. 
(Mr Phillips may have promised parachuting next week, but we think he’s joking… instead we’ll be 
planning our very own parachute investigation!) 

Over in art, the children debated whether doodles count as “real” art. 
After seeing their creations, there’s no doubt that Monet and Van Gogh 
would be impressed – Clover Class doodles are definitely masterpieces in 
their own right! 

The week finished on a high with a fantastic trip to Alnwick Playhouse for 
music and performance with two great percussionists. Joining other 
schools from the Alnwick area, the children had a great time listening to 
wonderful jazz and other genres played on the drums, marimba and 
xylophones. Our very own Scarlett was also selected to take part in an 
improvisation ensemble!  The children were absolute stars and 
represented the school beautifully. 

And finally, a big well done to all of our Head Girl, Head Boy and Deputies. The presentations this 
year were the best we’ve ever seen, and the votes were incredibly close (we even needed a second 
round for Deputy Head Girl!). Every single pupil should be proud of how confidently they presented 
themselves – we can’t wait to see how our new team helps lead and improve our school. Mr Phillips 



 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to all those celebrating 

 this week 
 

TOMMY B 
JONAH T 

 
 
 

 

Date 
 

Time  

Wednesday 3rd September 12:20 Year 5/6 swimming lesson, last session Wednesday 17th December 

Thursday 23rd October 1:15-3:00 Harvest Festival at St James Church  

Thursday 11th December 5:30-6:30 Carol Service at St James Church 

Wednesday 17th December 9.30-11.30 Alnwick Playhouse Christmas Panto  



 
 

 

 

 


