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Words From Latin Words From Latin — Aims:

* to demonstrate to pupils how many different Latin roots and prefixes are used in English
* to encourage pupils to consider how meaning is constructed from these roots and prefixes
* to give pupils the opportunity to create words of their own from Latin roots and prefixes.
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Extension ldea Pupil Guidance
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‘spectrum’. Encourage the use of a dictionary for this.



Saxon Versus Latin

Extra Background

Synonyms are words
which have similar
meanings, but even
synonyms can have
different shades of
meaning. E.g. synonyms
for ‘thin’ might have
positive connotations
(‘slim’) or negative
connotations (‘gaunt’).

Suggested
Scaffolding

If pupils get stuck, give
them clues by providing
them with the opposites.
For example, ‘the
opposite of ‘deep’ is...".

Pupil Guidance

Students may wish to use
each word in a sentence
to see how the meanings
vary.

Extension ldea

Some of these examples have corresponding adjectives from the Saxon word, e.g. ‘nightly’,
‘brotherly’, ‘yearly’. Ask pupils to think about where they might use the word ‘yearly’ and where
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Saxon Versus Latin — Aims:

+ to understand that there are often both Latin and Saxon words for the same thing in English
*  to show pupils how using Latin or Saxon words can create different effects in writing.
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Saxon Versus Latin

There are lots of words from Latin which mean prety

//_____._..___:__...._
Z Synonyms are different

-~

5

Have another look at the words on the opposite page. Can you come to any conolusions \

about how words with S8axon roots are different from words with Latin roots?

Use these words to help your
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Pupil Guidance

they might use the word ‘annual’. Then discuss whether they have exactly the same meaning.

\

Pupils should be guided to think about when it might be better to
use Latin words and when it might be better to use Saxon ones.

Pupil Guidance

Many people think that it’s
impressive to use Latin
words whenever possible
because it makes their
writing sound ‘posh’ and
‘grown-up’. This isn't
always the case.
Sometimes overusing
Latin words can sound a
bit pompous, e.g. saying
‘unfavourable climatic
conditions’ instead of
‘bad weather.’

Extension ldea

Ask students to rewrite
the passage from ‘Bleak
House’ replacing the
highlighted words with
longer, more unusual
words. Then see if they
can rewrite the ‘Emma’
passage, but this time
replacing the Latin words
with plainer, simpler
words.

Suggested
Scaffolding

Encourage pupils to look
at the length of the bolded
words, reminding them
that words from Latin
tend to be longer.
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EQ\QM “WQB b:ﬁszﬂ mﬂmmw Words From Ancient Greek — Aims:

« to enable pupils to understand that some words have come from Ancient Greek
+ to enable pupils to see how words are created from Ancient Greek prefixes and suffixes
+ to allow students to derive the meaning of a word by looking at its prefixes and suffixes.
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These groups of words have the same Greek part.
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down all the words they u to a science fiction story.

. ; tripod trianagl tricycl % Tri means three. : 1
know ending with the ‘ Tpo riange I e SRl They could combine this
suffixes before using 2 octopus  octagon  octave Octmeans eight. with their imaginary
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e \ \ — interest to their writing.

Suggested Scaffolding Pupil Guidance
Ask pupils to think of the number of sides on a triangle, number of wheels on Pupils may make the leap that lots of the Greek words we use today are

a tricycle, number of iegs on an octopus and number of sides on an octagon. scientific or mathematical. This is a perfect introduction to the next page.



